
 
 
 
 

Stopping Up Order for a Public Right of Way in Calstone. 
 

1. In 2007 Calne Without Parish Council requested the Highway Department of 
Wiltshire Council to apply of a Stopping Up Order for public right of way CALW89, 
CALW89A and CALW89B in Calstone to prohibit it being used as a byway or 
restricted byway.  It could then only be used as a footpath or bridleway.  This was 
granted on 23rd April 2007. (see attachment). 

2. On 28th Jan 2022 the British Horse Society (BHS) submitted an application in 
error to upgrade the right of way to Restricted Byway. The application stated that 
it was subject to there not being a Stopping Up Order in place (which there is). 

3. On realising their mistake, the BHS wrote to the Rights of Way Department on 5th 
August 2022 to either withdraw or refuse the request, whichever is 
administratively easier (see attachment). 

4. This bridleway was subsequently diverted following a public inquiry in 2023. The 
diversion was strongly supported by locally and by the BHS.  The diversion was 
opposed by Wiltshire Council’s Rights of Way Department. 

5. The response from the Rights of Way Department to the BHS request, and its 
subsequent withdrawal, was “Wiltshire Council has a duty to determine this 
application which is 332nd in a total of 381 applications received. Wiltshire 
Council determines approximately 5 or 6 of these applications per year”.  A quick 
calculation shows that at the current rate it will take around 55 years to withdraw 
or refuse this erroneous case.  It could, and in my view should, have been 
rejected immediately as a Stopping Up Order is in place. 

6. Wiltshire Council’s policy states that applications may be considered out of turn 
if an application is sufficiently straightforward. Refusing a request that has 
already been withdrawn seems to fit the definition of a “straightforward” case.   

7. As Calne Without Parish Council requested that the Stopping Up Order was 
granted in the first place it is unreasonable, and undemocratic, that this matter is 
still outstanding and that there are open cases related to it. 

8. I would like to table a resolution for this council to “Request that Wiltshire 
Council immediately, and by Feb 2024 at the latest, enacts the Stopping Up 
Order related to CALW89, 89A & 89B, requested by Calne Without Parish Council 
in 2007, by refusing, or otherwise withdrawing, the British Horse Society’s 
application for this public right of way to be given restrictive byway status.  The 
Council notes that the British Horse Society submitted the application in error 
and has already withdrawn it.  The Council considers it unreasonable, and 
undemocratic, for such a straightforward case not to be dealt with immediately.  
The Council further resolves to ask the Calne Area Board to support this 
resolution”. 

 
 
Cllr Doug Price 
Vice Chair Calne Without Parish Council. 









From: Will Steel will.steel@bhs.org.uk
Subject: DMMO Application D/2022/20 - BW to RB Upgrade at Calstone Mill

Date: 5 August 2022 at 10:14
To: Sally Madgwick (sally.madgwick@wiltshire.gov.uk) sally.madgwick@wiltshire.gov.uk
Cc: johnemoore99@icloud.com, Graham Bennett graham.bennett1@icloud.com, Mark Weston mark.weston@bhs.org.uk

Hi	Sally
	
I	hope	you	are	well.
	
Earlier	this	year,	Natalie	White	submi9ed	a	DMMO	applica?on	on	behalf	of	the	BHS	to
upgrade	the	Bridleway	at	Calstone	Mill	(Calne	Without	BWs	89,	89A	and	89B)	to	Restricted
Byway	status.	This	was	registered	by	Wiltshire	Council	as	applica?on	no.	D/2022/20.	I
understand	that	this	route	is	the	subject	of	an	opposed	diversion	order	which	is	being
determined	by	the	Planning	Inspectorate	imminently	(case	reference	ROW/3273510).	I’ve	also
been	made	aware	that	the	route	was	the	subject	of	an	earlier	2007	stopping	up	order	which
had	the	effect	of	removing	all	public	vehicular	rights	from	it	and	retaining	bridleway	rights.
	
I	have	had	sight	of	the	stopping	up	order	and,	in	light	of	this	evidence,	I	am	wri?ng	to	confirm
that	the	BHS	no	longer	supports	the	DMMO	applica?on	and	is	content	for	it	to	be	withdrawn
or	refused,	whichever	is	administra?vely	easier	for	Wiltshire	Council.
	
I	hope	this	is	sa?sfactory	but	do	let	me	know	if	you	have	any	queries.	I	have	discussed	this
case	with	Natalie	White	and	she	is	in	agreement	with	the	withdrawal	of	the	applica?on.	I	have
copied	this	email	to	John	Moore,	owner	of	Calstone	Mill,	and	Graham	Benne9,	so	they	are
aware.
	
Thanks
	
Will

Will Steel
Head of Access

The British Horse Society

Abbey Park, Stareton, 
Warwickshire  CV8 2XZ

Telephone: 07967779571
Email: will.steel@bhs.org.uk
Website: www.bhs.org.uk  

Right now, hundreds of horses are being rescued from a life of
mistreatment, cruelty, and neglect. Our Second Chance project rehomes
horses who have suffered an unhappy past, giving them a second chance
to rest, recover and rediscover a better life at one of our BHS Approved
Centres. Our centres are home to BHS-qualified professionals who are
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Centres. Our centres are home to BHS-qualified professionals who are
equipped with the understanding, patience, skills, and knowledge needed
to assist and rehabilitate those horses in desperate need. 

Without your help and our brilliant riding schools, these horses face an
uncertain future.

Donate today to help give neglected horses a second chance here. 

This email is confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual
or individuals to whom it is addressed. Any views or opinions presented
are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of
The British Horse Society or associated companies. If you are not the
intended recipient be advised that you have received this email in error
and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying of this
email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error please
contact the sender. The British Horse Society is an Appointed
Representative of SEIB Insurance Brokers Ltd, who are authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
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